CHAPTER    XXVI!
12th July, 1831
Getting up early at three in the morning of Tuesday the twelfth we
started for a place twelve miles from this place and arrived there by eight.
Palanquin bearers of Vijayanagaram are very quick walkers. Palanquin
bearers right from Ganjam are coming over to Madras, perhaps attracted by
the fashions of Chennapatnam Palanquin bearers. Some of the bearers who
came along with me from Chennapatnam stayed away at Berhampur as they
are natives of that place.
I have never seen the type of bearers from Uppada anywhere at any
place I toured; from Kanyakumari to Kashmir. Such sturdy good looking
bearers who are fond of ornaments, who can endure any amount of strain
and who are eager to take up arms equally well along with other peons, are
not to be seen anywhere. But when they leave their country and go to far
off lands, these bearers become sick losing their health and energy. If they
are carefully looked after and when they fall sick if we give them rest and employ
local bearers for the time being. I feel that we can tour the whole world
with the bearers of Uppada. I think God Almighty created these people
of Uppada only to carry palanquins. But they are excessively fond of meat,,
fish and drink so much so that they drink beyond limit and quarrel between
themselves and cause distress to their owners.
The track we are treading today is the line laid by the company.
There are only trees on either side of the track, and some persons water these
trees. During rainy season they are washed away. So by the time next
summer comes, old trees will disappear and again new trees have had to be
planted. No road is laid by levelling the land but the natural ground is
left as it is, except that the trees are planted on either side.
Veerabhadra Raj u, a resident of this place, by employ ing a few deceits
is harassing people because the employers of Narayanababu did not pay
him as much money as he demanded. So I took along with me ten soldiers
from the military regiment of Narayanababu besides the six persons I engaged
at Berhampur and the three jawans sent by the Court Nazar at Srikakulam
to attend on me. The Co-brother of Narayanababu lives at Alamanda.
There are ten brahmin houses here and everything is available here. Due
to the hindrance caused by rain we stayed here for the night.
13th July, 1831
Got up early in the morning at three on the thirteenth and started for
a place called Sabbavaram. It is twelve miles from this place and we arrived
there at eight. There are mountains and forests on either side on the way